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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 





To the Editor of the 

Sir,—{f you think the following correspondence cal- 
culated to promote the objects of your paper it is at 
your disposal. The frst letter is sufficiently explicit, 
to give your readers an understanding of the occasion, 
and Mr. Tidd’s reply not only justifies the making of 
che whole public, but gives reason to expect a full an- 
swer to all ay queries from him, should the columns of 
your paper be open fer their publicity. 

Boston, February 5, 1822. 
Dear sir,—It is now some past nine in the evening, 


Magazine, 


and Thave just returned from your meeting, where | 
went by an invitation of a gentleman, who is your friend 
as well as mine. De gave me so good a recommenda- 
tion of you, as an honest, good man, that I thought the 
time might be well spext in attending to what you might 
deliver from the sacred scriptures; and although I have, 
on some accounts, been disappointed, yet I hope all 
may finally tend to some profit. Believing the good 
report, which our mutual friend gave me of yourseli, I 
entertain a hope that you will receive from me a few sug- 
gestions and queries, in the spirit of christian friendship, 
and consider them with suitable candor, and return me 
u rational answer, when it shall suit your convenience. 

As you had much to say, in a very unfavorable man- 
ber against Universalists, while pretending to deliver a 
discourse from the words of St. Panl, 2 Cor. v 19, **God 
was in Christ reconciling the world unto himse!f not 
iioputing their trespasses unto them; and hath commit- 
ted unto us the word of reconciliation,” it is in my 
mind to ask you, whether you can discover any thing 
mi this text, which naturally suggests any thing against 
the final reconciliation of all men to God? If you al 
low that God really undertook to reconcile the world 
unto himself, can you, consistently with this, contend 
that he wiil not finally eflect this reconciliation ? 

As you laboriously contended, that the human family 
would have been all annihilated, if Jesus Christ had not 
made an atonement by bis death and resurrection ; and 
as you earnestly endeavored to give your hearers to un- 
derstand, that there is no other way for us to obtain sal- 
vation, only by accepting of the pardon offered, through 
the death and resurrection of Christ, it came into my 
mind to ask you what vou think of the hereafter state 
of all the millions of mankind, who lived and died be- 
fore Christ made this atonement? and also, what you 
think of the hereafter state of the millions of the human 
family, who have lived and died since that great work 
was accomplished, but who never heard a word about 
it in all their lives? Permit me also to inquire what 
you think of the future state of little children, who die 
in infancy? as you insisted, that faith in Jesus Christ, 
and repentance towards God are indispensible unto a 
state of happiness in the world to come. 

One question more, sir, and, for the present, I have 
done. As you positively asserted, that Universalists 
held, that there is no need of the repentance of sinners, 
I humbly ask of you either to inform me who these Uni- 
versalists are, or quote me this sentiment from some of 
their writings. 

Do not allow yourself to believe, that these queries 
are suggested from any unfriendly motive, nor neglect 
to answer them, because you may think the mover of 
them will not duly consider and suitably acknowledge 
the favor. Yours affectionately. 


H. BALLOU. 
Mr. Jacob Tidd. 
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The Answer. 


Boston, Frs. 6, 1822. 

Dear Sir, —I have received your very polite letter, and 
am sorry that I misrepresented the doctrine you preach, I 
must confess I had no authority for the assertion, that I 
never heard but one universal salvation sermon, neither 
have I ever read one—therefore to arove the assertion 
is with me entirely out of the question, I naturally fell 
into the error from the supposition that if all men were 
finally saved, it must be without conditions, I can only 
atone for my error by iniorming those who may meet 
at my place next Tuesday evening, [12th inst.] that I 
was mistaken, and that you believe that those who re- 
pent will be saved and those only, and in reference to 
your questions, I decline any private controversy being 
perfectly satisfied with my belief, and with this addi- 
tional consideration, am doubly assured that if all men 
are eventually saved | must per necessity, be included 


in the number. I remain your most obedient servant. 
JACOB TIDD. 


Mr. Hosea Ballou. 





Reply to the above. 


Boston, FepruaAry 6th, 1822. 

Drar Sir,—I hereby acknowledge the receipt of 
your reply to my communication of Jast evening’s date. 
Your very candid confession respecting having no au- 
thority for an assertion which you made, and your can- 
did declaration that it is out of the question entirely to 
prove said assertion, together with your promise to ac- 
| knowledge your mistake publicly, is accepted as a full 





| atonement for the error. 

' 1 have no fanlt to find on account of your declining 
| a private controversy respecting the other, and more 
| material parts of my letter, because | am satisfied that 
/one, who labors for the public good must naturally feel 
| parsimonious of time and labors which are confined to 
‘the narrow circle ofa few. ! have therefore thought fit 
| to give you an opportunity of being extensively useful, 
| by soliciting the privilege of the Universalist Magazine, 
through the medium of which we can bring our discus- 
sions directly before the public, with no expense to 
ourselves. The deep interest which you appeared to 
take in the important work of making your hearers 
'sensible, that universalism is a vain and wicked doc- 
trine, based on a rotten foundation, &c. Kc. ought to 


now invite you, to show to Universalists themselves the 
futility of their confidence in their God and Saviour. 

The few unanswered queries which my first commu- 
nication contains, you will be so good as to answer, so 
that I may have a better understanding of your system ; 
for if | am exposed to be forever lost for not believing as 
you preached, I am in danger indeed, for you see by 
my questions, that I do not understand what you mean, 
if your meaning be systematical. Andl presume the 
most of people in Christendom are in my situation, in 
this respect. Delay not, then, dear brother, to bring 
this only system by which men can be saved, and which 
but a few ever heard of in the world, immediately to 
the knowledge of the public. 

On my part, | promise you, to the full extent of my 
limited powers, | will endeavor to understand you, and 
profit by your instructions. And also, I engage, as you 
acknowledge yourself ignorant of universalism, against 
which you publickly sp»ke so freely and so feelingly, 
to given you as much information concerning this doc- 








trine, as 1 am «ble to do, and us much as your labors 











shall tend to elicit. By such means you may become 
aseulred that God will have all men to be saved, which 
will at once release you from the hard labor of estab- 
lishing a righteousness of your own, when you will have 
only to submit to the righteousness of God, enter into 
rest, and cease from your own works, as God did from 
his. In this way we shall endear ourselves mutually to 
each other, by contracting new obligations, and dis- 
charging them continually ; and at the same time, by 
the grace of God, instruct and edify others. Yours 
affectionately. HOSEA BALLOU. 
Mr, Jacob Tidd. 
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Baltimore, Jan. 26th, 1822. 

Mr. Bowen,—If you please you may insert the fol- 
lowing in your very useful Magazine, as inferences 
drawn from a few moments Contemplation. 

As man is placed in this state of being, moving in 4 
social sphere with his fellow man, surrounded with all 
the delightful creation, he stops to inquire from whence 
are all those blessings derived ; all nature replies from 
Gop; from a great first Cause, the only source of life 
and being. That there is a God cannot be denied by 
any rational or contemplative mind ; it is a truth that 
stands recorded in legible and intelligible characters. 
It is written on al] creation around us, and within us. 
It is a TRUTH, consequently not all the wisdom of the 
world, with the invention and sophistry of man, can 
overturn, or impairit. He is good, infinitely good; of 
one blood he has created all men that dwell on the face 
of the earth, for him we are, and were created ; and by 
his almighty power we are continued in being, and con- 
stantly realizing blessings from his bountiful hand. If 
God has created al] that dwell upon the face of the 
earth, and that inhabit all worlds, whith are upheld by 
his almighty power, has he not created them for good ? 
the only rational conclusion is, he has created them for 
good ; this answer is sanctioned by reason and revela- 
tion ; for my proposition is, that God is infinitely good ; 
consequently any other principle cannot exist in the 
Deity which can come in contact with this; a corrupt 
stream cannot proceed from a pure source ; the stream 
must partake of the nature of the source frowa whence it 
sprang. Then, God has created man for his own good 


be allowed as a sufficient assurance that you will not de- pleasure, the design of our creation was good, for his 
cline so favorable an opportunity as the one to which 1 | 


tender mercies are over all his works; they follow us 
from the cradle to the grave, and by that revelation 
which God has given us, by his Son, we are enabled to 
Jook forward with an eye of faith to the morning of the 
resurrection, when this mortal shall put onemmoriality, 
and death shall be swallowed up in victory. Then 
shall every knee bow, and every tongue confess that 
Jesus Christ ts Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
W.C. H. 
—<D + Oo 
A Clerical Anecdote. 

It is related of an incumbent in the county of York, 
that he had precisely twelve written sermons, for the 
edification and comfort of bis parishioners, which were 
pretty generally delivered, in orderly rotation, in the 
course of the year. On being remonstrated with by 
some of his hearers, with all due submission, for having 
preached the same sermon, and from the same text, on 
the preceding Sunday, he vindicated himself, with his 
wonted simplicity, by declaring that he. was sure he 
had Jaid them right, but supposed his wife must have 
shuffled them.--London paper. 
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°1 Question for the Advocates of interminable Misery, 


for the human race, viz: 


On the principle of God’s universal and particular 
government of the universe minutely, so that a sparrow 
falls not without his notice, and that the hairs of our 
heads are all numbered by him, and that he makes use 
of his creatures and things as instruments in the distri- 
bution of his providences, according to his good pleas- 
ure to accomplish his purposes. —Upon these premises, 
which are nothing more than most christians readily ad- 
mit, I wish to know upon what grounds they will vin- 
dicate the attributes of God’s wisdom and goodness, in 
the act of endless punishment of any of his creatures, 

ONEIDA. 
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To the Editor of the Magazine, 

Dear Sir,—Observing in your paper of January 12th, 
a communication, again calling the attention of the 
Universalist to the words e/ernal, everlasting, &c. when 
applied to the punishment of the wicked ; I must say, 
for one, that I feel very sorry that the enemies of the 
doctrine of the unlimited grace of God continue to 
harp so much upon those words when they, time and 
again, have been proved, to signify a limited duration. 
1 am fully of the opinion, that if they would but fol- 
low the roles which they lay down for us, they would 
not contend so strenuously against the doctrine which 
we advocate. Your correspondent tells us, that ‘* we 
eught to carry onr views to the nature and extent of 
the subject.” But, what is the nature and extent of 
the subject? Why, according to the views of those, 
who contend for the doctrine of endless misery, it is 
this, vis. that an infinitely wise Jehovah, a Being of in- 
finite love, mercy, justice, goodness, and truth, almigh- 
ty in power, and unchangeable in all his ways, will 
punish, to all eternity, by far the greater part of his 
own offspring with the most cruel tortures that bis infi- 
nite wisdom can invent. But the Universalist believes 
that this is utterly impossible—for it is destroying the 
altribotes of love and mercy, which are his very nature. 
1f we ask one of these advocates if God wills the final 
happiness of all, he answers yes. If we ask him, if he 
has power to bring al] in humble submission to him, he 
answers yes. But astonishing to relate, if we ask him 
if God will bring all in subjection to him, he will an- 
swer NO! Then according to this, God wills that all 
mankind should be saved, and has power to accomplish 
this will, but will net do it! Reader, is not this accus- 
ing God of injustice and cruelty? If he isa Being of 
infinite love, mercy, justice and goodness, and almigh- 
ty in power, and wills the tinal happiness of all (and 
who can say to the contrary) then surely all will be 
saved ; for an infinitely wise and powerful Being wills it, 
end it is not in the power of all the fiuite beings in 
the universe to prevent it. And if your correspondent, 
or any other one, will prove from the above premises 
‘which are “the nature and extent of the subject,’’) 
that any part of mankind will nol be saved, then, and 
not till then, will it be time for the Universalist to prove 
ihat the words eternal, everlasting, &c. when applied 
to the wicked signify a limited duration, or give up 
their doctrine ;—and until this is fairly proved, the doc- 
“sine of unlimited grace stands self evident. 

‘These remarks are not offered, thinking to satisfy 
ihe mind of your correspondent, but merely to inform 
him that he ought, ‘‘from the nature and extent of the 

subject,” tod prove that all mankind wili not be saved, 
before he calls npon us to prove that they will. And if 
he cannot upon these premises prove it, then J think 
“if a word may be spoken without giving offence,” 
other preachers opght to be told (jeered) of their er- 


rors and not any Jonger mislead the people. 
Yours, &c. Btt***], 
Seuthboro’, Jan. 22, 1822. 
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FUTURE PUNISHMENT.—No. 3. 


Mr, Editor,—In my last number I intimated, that 
some considerations would be submitted, relative to 
the destruction of the city of Jerusalem, as connected 
with the dnal dissolution of the world ; some having be- 
lieved that this prophesy, in part, related to the great 
day of final retribution. J am far from this opinion ; 
nor do I consider this at all necessary to substantiate 
the principles of my doctrine in the present case, there 
being ample testimony of a much more clear and defi- 
nite character, than this prophesy. It is readily ad- 
mitted, however, that the forms of expression, and the 
images made use of, are for the most part, applicable 


also to the day of judgment ; and no doubt an allusion | 


to that great event, as a kind of secondary object, runs 
through almost every part of the prophesy. This isa 
very common practice in the prophetic writings, where 
two subjects, are frequently carried on together, a prin- 
cipal and a subordinate one. For instance in Isaiah, 
there are no less than three subjects, the restoration of 
the Jews from the Babylonish eaptivity ; the call of 
the Gentiles to the christian covenamt ; and the redemp- 
tion of mankind by the Messiah ; which are frequently 
adumbrated under the same figures, and images, and are 
so blended and interwoven together, that it is extreme- 
ly difficult to separate them from each other. In the 
same manner our Saviour, in the chapter before us, 
seems to hold out the destruction of Jerusalem, which 
is his principal subject, as a type of the dissolution of 
the world, which is the underpart of the representation. 
By thus judiciously mingling together these two inpor- 
tant catastrophes, he gives at the same time (as he does 
in many other instances) a most interesting admonition 
to his immediate hearers, the Jews, and a most awful 
lesson to all his future disciples; and the benefit of his 
predictions, instead of being contined to one occasion, 
or to one people, is by this admirable management ex- 
tended to every subsequent period of time, and (io the 
whole christian world.* 

Without commenting more particularly at this time 
upon the prophesy svfore us—I] will introduce a passage 
from the gospel of St. Matthew xxv 32—34, “And be- 
fore him shall be gathered all nations, and he shall se- 
parate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth 
his sheep from the goats—And he shal] set the sheep on 
his right hand, but the goats on the left. Then shall 
the king say unto them on bis right band, come ye 
blessed of my father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world—verse 41st-Then 
shall he say also unto them on the le(t band, depart 
from me ye cursed into everlasting fre prepated for the 
devil and bis angels:—These are the simple and un- 
varnished declarations of holy writ. 
something, or they do not. 

It is the description which our divine Master has left 
us upon record, of the great day of account; and so 
solemn, so awful, so sublime a scene, was never before 
presented to the mind of man. 


They either mean 


Our Saviour represents himself as a great and mighty 
king, as the supreme Lord of all, sitting on the throne 
of his glory, with all the nations of the earth assembled 
before him—and waiting their reward from his lips. 
What au astovishing, what a stupendous spectacle !— 
At one glance he penetrates the hearts of every indi- 
vidual of that immense multitude, discerns their meruls 
and deneritis, and separates the good from the bad, 
with as much facility, as a shepherd divides his sheep 
from his goats. He then questions them on one most 
important branch of their duty, as a SPECIMEN of the 
manner, in which the inquiry into the whole of their 
couduct will be conducted ; and then, with the power 





* | would here briefly observe, that if any of your 
readers should feel dissatisfied with the argument Lere 
introduced, the author of these numbers pledges hisn- 
seli to take up and explain the prophesy from begin- 
ning to end. 

















of an omnipotent Judge, and almighty Sovere 


ign, ina 
few words pronounces the solemn sentence,—which 
consigns the wicked to the punishments due to their 
crimes—and the righteous to life eternal, 


(To be continued.) 


JUSTITIA, 


——=3 )§ a 


FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 


Mr. Editor,—I perceive in the last Magazine, that a 
correspondent who signs * Jostit1A,’ makes mention of 
the writings of our Saviour. He says, ** This,” that is, 
the fact ufadayof judgment, *] think can be distinet- 
ly and unequivocally proved from numerous passages in 
the writings of our Saviour, as_ wel! as his apostles.”’— 
Having never had an opportunity to read the celebrat- 
ed writings of Christ, take the freedom to request 
* Justitia’ to inform me whether those writings are to be 
soldin Boston ; and if they are not, to favor the public 
with some account of them, in a future 
valuable Magazine. 


number Of your 


A READER, 
ae 2) 


FOR THE UNIVERSALISi 


-_ 


PERSECUTION, 


MAGAZINE 


Why is :t that christians are embittered with 


on a 
other? Why do they seek each others injury? W 
do they become the enemies of their bretiren ? S} 
that religion which breathes “tpeace on earth and , 
wil] to men,’’ be made a pretext for desolation, w 
murder? Should the mild and beneficial ductrines 


Jesus, the sinner’s friend and hope, the love of mankind, 
be deemed statutes, fo favor the exercise of wrath and 


v tha 
revenge, even to the martyrdom of the children of God 
Is the sacred name of Jesus no barrier to the exaltation 
of those feelings which lead men to destroy each other's 
lives? Shall those who profess to belic ve in the doc 
trine of God, as an inecntive to the exercise of benero- 
lence and raercy, use it as a sanction to the comms 
sion of those hellish deeds which have already blacken- 
ed the history of the christian church? O Man! what 
wilt thou urge for thy justification? Does thy neigh- 
bor not believe as thou dost? and wilt thou hold forth this 
as thy plea? Remember thou, if thou believest the 
truth, thou hast the enjoyment of it in thine own mind. 
Why then shonld you torture him for not believing as 
thou dost, when he is dispossessed of those pleasures 
which are alive in thy breast? Never again let the 
spirit of anger raise your hand against your brother. If 
thou knowest the truth as it is in Jesus, thy conscience 
will tel] thee that it strictly forbids the exercise of at 
ger and wrath. 

Persecution is no new thing. It was alive in the 
days of Jesus Christ, and is still living. It hag been 
cherished by pride and self-righteousness from the time 
of-Adam down to the present doy. That spirit which 
once triumphed in authority, which obtained a victory 
on Calvary’s top, now, in some places, rejoices at auto 
da fe’, and, in our own country, is observable in min- 
iature, restrained by the power ofthe civi} law. Al- 
though it cannot, in our land, lead its object to the 
stake and faggot, yet it ranges as fur as it bias liberty ; 
denying the name of a christian to all but its favorites, 
and denouncing the terrible anathema of everlasting 
torture upon every one that comes not within its eir 
cumscribed boundaries. itis not an inherent principle 
peculiar toa part of the human race alone; but is an 
handmaid and auxiliary of fulse doctrine. It grows and 
is cherished by error: and in proportion as the mind is 
blinded by falsehood, and fettered by prejudice, it is 
enraged with the spirit, aid satisfied with the justice of 
persecution... Beholding a part of the human race as 
the objeets of divine wrath, and vengeance, it manifests 
its rancour, by the most inhuman and attrocious ae- 


tions ; hating those whom, as it supposes, God hates ;. 
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causing them to suffer a portion of that misery which it 
hopes they will experience forever and ever. 

How wasit with the Pharisees of old? Why did 
they persecute Jesus Christ? Was it because their 
doctrine taught them to have compassion on the iguo- 
and those that are out of the way? A doctrine 
such ideas as this would lead to the exer- 

Was it because he taught them absurd 


rant, 
which taught 
cise of mercy. 
and immoral doctrines? No—it was because he oppos- 
narrow, and iliberal views. Had he 
courted their favor, flattered their vanity, and fed their 
would have been received with pomp and 
splendor. him like a king. 
They had long expected a Messiah, and were anxious- 
They had no idea of persecut- 

But they had expected him in 


ed their selfish, 
pride, he 
They would have treated 
ly waiting his coming. 

ng him when he came. 
a wrong character; and consequently when he came, 
they were disappointed, Supposing themselves to be 
the peculiar favorites of God, they expected to receive 
peculiar blessings from Christ—blessings which others 
did not enjoy. They looked upon those that did not 
agree with them in opinion, as the objects of God’s 
and believed that they should hear the Messiah 
But how 


wrath ; 
utter the maledictions of Ileaven upon thet. 


was it? He came to save the world, not the Pharisees 
alone. He came to save sinners not the righteous. 


Therefore, those who supposed that their righteousness 
had parchased for them the favor of God, manifested in 
Christ, were disappointed. 
Jesus came to do as well and no better by the Pharisees, 
than others. When he made known the object of his 
mission, his design to save the world, his equal regard | 
for all; when he vip ti the doctrine of God's love] 
to the world, not to Jew or Gentile, bond or free in| 
particular; when he manifested by his actions his Jove 
to his enemies gis ing blessing for Cursing, @ nd prayers | 
when he set down to eat with publi- 
and sipners, then the murmurs of the Pharisees 
beerd. Jesus prostrated their unjust expecta- 

Anxious in expectation of being exalted above 

Repti 
h mountains 
which brings all 
y the humble, had to bear their re- 
attempts, until they 


good. 


to the exclusion of all others, 


for persecution ; 
cans 
were 
tions. 
those 
hig 


termed sinners, they, in imagination were 


as ; therefore, the preacher of that doc- 
trine m one situation, abasing the 
proud, end exalting 
proaches. They preseont ted their 
sourdered him who died for their 

Persecutions did not stop here. Jcsus told his disci- 
‘If they have pursecated me, they wil] also per- 
* John xv 20. By this he implied that 
they, following his steps, and preaching his doctrine, 
would meet with the same opposition. The casual 
mind would be the same enemy to the doctrine of im- 
partial grace. Those that, in their own estimation, | 
bad purchased the favor of God by bearing the burden 
and heat of the day, would still persecute those who 
ruaster of the house would give ‘‘ev- 


The followers of Jesus nigh 


los 
prers 


seenufe you. 


preached that the 


ery man’? a penny. 


+s 


nt their CwWwrh. 


sentiments of their opposers, and hiding 
Paul was persecuted even unto death, becanse 
preached the doctrine of Jesus Christ. He declared of 
God, that be would have ‘‘all men to be saved and to 
come unto the knowledge of the truth.” He declared 
that “ihe man Christ Jesus gave himself a ransom for 
all to be testified in dune time.”? Had he declared that 
God would destroy a great part of the human race, he 
might expect to have been opposed for insulting the 
divine Being, and degrading mankind. But he was not 
persecuted for doing or saying thus. He says, “We 
both labor and suffer reproach, because we trust in the 
ving God, who is the Saviour of all men, specially of | 
that Perhaps if he had said, God i 
Saviour of the elect only, he would not have receiv- 
ed opposition from those that opposed him. 
all the ers hell, 


po VV 
changing merey of God. He preached like his master | 


those believe.’ 


the 


defiance of 


Jesus. He followed the rulers of this world no farther | 
than they followed Christ. Jesus said, ‘“tand J, 


| 
he | 


But he, in| ~~ Max, Fig» 
asserted the une | wil] not dignify it by the title of an American Jaw) are, 
ino doubt, 


if I be | pously parading themselves before the 


lifted up from the earth will draw all men unto me.’’=~ 
Paul preached the gathering together of all things in 
e came to save the world—to do the 
Pav] tells us, that the will 
Jesus was perse- 
and 
was 


one. 
will of him who sent him. 
of God is to have the world saved. 


Jesus says b 


cuted for opposing the illiberality of mankind, 
commending the love of God to sinners, Paul 
persecuted for the same. 

It may not be improper to add 
concerning the character of those who persecuted Je- 
sus Christ. They were not what is generally termed 
the lower clase of people ; but were the rich; the pro- 
fessors of religion; those that made long prayers, 


a few more remarks 


and 
often. 
prerogative of judging what was right for others to be- 
They were members of ecclesiastical courts, 
framers of creeds, &c. They were the most popular 
part of the community, and their's were the popular 
doctrines of the day. Some things they thought re- 
proachful to Christ were, he associated with the lower 
class of people ; he was born in a stable, and his father 
and mother were poor. After Christ was crucified 
they charged his disciples with being the followers of 
the man that was hanged. ‘Thus, by representing Je- 
sus and his religion as unpopular, they endeavored to 
keep the people from following him. We learn from 
, this that popularity is no evidence of the truth of any 
| doctrine. 

| ‘The disposition that was visible in the actions ef these 
| men has out lived the revolution of years. Fostered by 
the doctrine of divine implacability, wrath and ven- 
reance, it has too often found a home in the bosoms of 
christian teachers. Those tha! should have been ex- 
amples of compassion and mercy, have acted as though 
| they thirsted for the heart's blood of their fellow men. 
The story of the murder of Servetus has been often 
told, to the disparagement of Calvin’s character: and 
the account of the horrid transactions of the inquisi- 
| tion has been often cited to prove the ineflicacy of the 
christian religion, in impeding the progress of inhumani- 
Yet 


fasted These people arrogantly assumed the 


lieve. 





we have the consolation to reflect, and the 
boldness to declare, that the religion of Jesus Christ 
te aches no such things as these. Inasmuch as profes- 
sors have indulged the spirit of persecution, they have 
departed from the direction of the truth as it is in Je- 
sus. The doctrine of God leads us to bear with the 
infirmities of man; and although it induces to endeavor 
to reclaim the wanderer, it does not Fecommend the 
use neither of the feggot nor gibbet. When will that 
glorious morn arise, when al] shall know the Lord? 
When will the Holy Spirit find a dwelling place in ey- 
ery bosom? When will the benign influence of the 
doctrine of Jesus dictate every action? When will the 
| gospel, preached to every creature, give a final triumph 
to justice, benevolence, and mercy? Lord—let the 
time spedily come. Ww. 


ly. 





t have 
avoided their sufferings by appearing friendly to the} 
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¥OR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 





ie the Editor of the Magazine, 


Sir,—The inclosed communication is handed to me, 
by a staunch friend to the cause of emancipation, and 
| equal liberty. 


| Extract from the “Genius of Universal Emancipation,” 
| amonthly work, published at Mount Pleasant, in 
| Ohio. 

{ 


‘The article below, under the head of * South Caro- 


\Tina Law,’ is calculated to produce in the mind of a 


(patriotic American citizen mingled emotions of shame 
_| and disgust, and the most unqualified disapprobation of 
* | the conduct of its authors. Many of the persons con- 


_cerned in the enactment of this despotic decree, (for ] 


engaged in contributing to the support of 


Missionary establishments in the Bast lygies—thus pom- 
public with their 





'nine lashes! ! 2”? 





donations, and professing to be actuated by a desire to 
diffuse the maxims and precepts of the gospel among the 
heathen, while they deny tt to those whose condition, 
they tell us, is MUCH IMPROVED BY AN ACQUANTANCE 
WITH THE PRINCIPLES OF CHRISTIANITY!!!) Such 
consummate hypocrisy in a people so enlightened as 
the citizens of the United States, is without a parallel in 
It is a thousand times woree 
With 
them, the slave is not only allowed to be instructed in 
the principles of their religion, but upon acknowledging 
himself a convert to their faith, he is immediately de- 
clared to be free. 

It is certainly very laudable to encourage the spread 
of the gospel among those who have never become ac- 


the annals of mankind. 
than the conduct of the Mahomedans of Algiers. 


quainted with it—but it would seem to be more consis- 
tent, and, at the same time, more patriotic, to allay the 
sufferings, and enlighten the minds of the ignorant and 
deeply injured Africans in our own country, thanto be 
seen gadding over the remote parts of the earth in os- 
tentatious pursuit of objects of charity : 
a proper attention were paid to the wants of our fellow 
creatures at home, there would be little occasion to look 
abroad for opportunities to exercise our benevolence 
It is true, that in this case, our liberality might not be 
so generally known—it would not sound so large at a 
distance. But Christ instruets Ais followers **not to 
sound a trumpet before them when they do their alms, 
as the hypocrites do, in the synagogue and in the streetz, 
that they may have the glory of men.’’ And, it is said, 
‘he who neglects to provide for his own household (or 
to assist those first, who are nearest in family or polit! 
cal connection, though his charity towards others be 
ever so great) is worse than an infidel.” 

South Carolina Law.—The following notification was 
recently handed to several of the clergy and Jaity of 
Charleston, §. Carolina : 

“City Council, Jan. 15, 1821. 


** Resolved, that the marshal be instructed to inform 
ministers of the gospel and others, who keep nrghi and 
Sunday schools for slaves, that the education of such 
persons is prohibited by law, and that the city council 
feels imperiously bound to enforce the penalty against 
those who may hereafter forfeit the same.* Extract 
from the minutes, 

“Joun J. Larar, city Marshal.” 

‘* Penalty for teaching any person of color, either 
bond or free, to read or write, is thirly dollars for each 
offence ; and every person of color, who shall teach 


reading or writing, is subjected to a fine of thirty dob 


and, indeed, 


|lars, or to be imprisoned ten days and receive thirly 


This is the present law in Rich- 
mond, Virginia, and the penalty is probably ne less 
severe than in Charleston, S. C. K. 
—@—— 
TO SOME OF OUR SUBSCRIBERS. 

We must take the liberty of reminding those-of our 
Subseribers, who are in arrears for the Magazine, that 
they bave not complied with our former requests, and 


we hope they will not give us the trouble of writing (o 
them personally. 











MARRIE D, 
In this town, by the Rey. Mr, Ballou, Mr. Martin 
Packard ta Miss Mary Powers. 
By the Rev. Mr. Lowell, Mr. Thomas Lord, mer. to 
Miss Franees Jones Dutch. 
In Salem, Mr. Peter ise to Mrs. Vesta Boynton. 








DIED, 

In this town, Miss Eliza Sutherland, aged 25, eldest 
daughter of Mr. George S. 

Mr. Jonas P. Hildreth, ef Groton. In attempting to 
pass from Long-wharf to Carver’s wharf, on the ice, he 
fell in the water and was drowned, 

In Charlestown, Capt. Solomon Phipps, aged 66.— 
Mr. Leonard Lane, 21. 

In Havana, Mr. Joshua Lawrence, 48, of Boston. - 
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POET’S CORNER. 


FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 








Mr. Editor,—Are selections acceptable? If they are, 
please to insert in your benevolent paper the following 
lines, copied from a volume of papers called the Even- 
ing Fire Side, and you will oblige at least one who de- 
plores the wretched condition of the poor and helpless, 
as to this world’s goods, at this inclement season. One 
who takes the signature of an ancient philosopher, who 
wept at the miseries of human nature. HERECLITUS.* 


THE ORPHAN’S PRAYER. 


The frozen streets in moonshine glitter, 
The midnight hour has long been past ; 
Ah, me! the wind blows keen and bitter, 

I sink beneath the piercing blast. 





In ev’ry vein seems life to languish, 
Their weight no more my limbs can bear; 
But no one sooths the orphan’s anguish, 
And no one hears the orphan’s pray’r. 


Hark! hark! for sure some footsteps near me 
Advancing, press the drifted snow ; 

I die for food, O stranger hear me, 

1 die for food, some alms bestow. 


You see no guilty wretch implore you, 
No wanton kneels in feign’d despair ; 

A famish’d orphan kneels before you ; 
O grant the famish’d orphan’s pray’r. 


Perhaps you think my lips dissembling, 
Of virtuous sorrows feign a tale ; 

Then mark my frame with anguish trembling, 
My hollow eyes and features pale. 


E*’en should my story prove ideal, 

Too well my wasted limbs declare, — 
My words at least are not unreal, 

Then stranger grant the orphan’s prayer. 


He’s gone! no mercy man will shew me, 
In pray’rs no more !°ll waste my breath, 

Here on the frozen earth I'll throw me, 
And wait in mute depair for death. 


Farewell thou cruel world, tomorrow 
No more thy scorn my heart will tear ; 
The grave will shield the child of sorrow, 
And heaven will hear the orphan’s pray’r. 


And thou proud man, the beggar scorning ! 
Unmov'd*thou saw’st one kneel for bread, 

Thy heart shall ache to hear at morning, 
That morning found the beggar dead. 


And when thy room resounds with laughter, 
My famish’d cry thy mirth shall scare ; 

And often shalt thou wish hereafter, 
Thou hadst not scorn’d the orphan’s pray’r. 





* Our correspondent we presume intended to spell 
his signature, Heraclitus. Heraclitus, was a philoso- 
pher who wept at the errors and follies of mankind, 
which naturally produce miseries ;—while Democritus 
a contemporary, laughed at them.—Editor. 
=—s= 








FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 








To the Editor of the Magazine, 

Sir,—Observing in your paper—the 31st number, 
some remarks, signed, ‘ Oxford,’ in answer to a for- 
mer communication of mine upon free agency, although 
written with a spirit of apparent christian candor, as 
well as literary acuteness, is, in my opinion however, 
subject to the following animadversions—and first, hav- 
iag made the assertion, that if man is entirely free in 
the mora! faculties of his mind to do, er not to do, just 











as seemeth him good: how can he be accountable to 
any being in the universe for actions which are the im- 
mediate result of his moral freedom. 

“This,” says ‘Oxford,’ “would be a bold stroke 
against free agency, provided the word entirely intend- 
ed to comprehend all the moral actions within man’s 
capacity, and could be proved to be true.” 

1 would ask * Oxford,’ what portion of man’s moral 
actions, within his capacity, are free, and what are 
not; and also where the line of demarkation may be 
drawn, which constitutes such and such actions free, 
and others not? 

I readily grant that there is an imaginary freedom in 
the moral faculties of man, so called; and it is but im- 
aginary ; for illustration of this important point, jet us 


| turn our eyes to the dealings of God with his creatures ; 


—We will take Pharaoh, king of Egypt, as one exam- 
ple in the present ease, and I would ask, how much free 
agency he possessessed while suffering the plagues God 
brought upon bim by the hand of Moses; and whether 
there were even the semblance of free agency within 
him at that particular time? 

Now reasoning from analogy, was there not as much 
moral freedom in Pharaoh at that time, as at any other 


2? Nay, was there not as much moral 


time of his life ? 
freedom in him, as in any other man, at any time? | 
contend that there was ; no doubt he seemed to enjoy 
freedom, in all the prohibitions and declarations he 
made: but, ‘‘let God be true but every man a liar.” 

Again ‘ Oxford’ says, “that whatever moral faculties 
we have, in the opening of the mind ; are derived from 
the author of our existence.”’ To this proposition, 2s 
well as to others following, I readily agree, and would 
ask, how much of these moral faculties we may safely 
cal] our own: the question in fine, appears to be, not 
whether we have any moral faculty independent of God, 
this, ‘Oxford’ does not contend for, but whether men 
are free agents? 

Says ‘ Oxford’ ‘Shuman minds are separated from the 
great fountain, by necessity, or Deity’s omnipotent fiat ; 
each within such bounds and limits, as suited his great 
designs, and that these emanations, are connected with 
such portions of matter, as he thought proper, on this 
assumption, free agency cannot be contested.” 

I must take the liberty to inform * Oxford,’ that it is 
in this very assumption, that | contend against free 
agency, viz. by ‘* necessity, or Deity’s omnipotent 
fiat.” 

If you will be so good, my dear sir, as to inform me, 
what real. ** spontaneously self agent,” there is in hu- 
man minds thus ‘* separated,’ | would humbly thank 
you for the information. 

It strongly appears to me, that your premises do not 
warrant the conclusions drawn from them, and that the 
visionary fabric of free agency hath nothing better for 
its support, than a mere chimera of the brain. 

My ideas, my déar sir, respecting Deity’s conducting 


and governing the whole is, that the sum total of man | 


is in Deity ; and what impropriety 1s there in supposing, 
that accountability, moral law, and even spiritual ex- 
istence is a part of thi. divine nature, existing in man as 
a uniform and regular concatenation of the providences 
of God. 

I bave as little time and inclination as my worthy 
friend ‘Oxford,’ to pursue a controversy with any per- 
son; neither was it my wish or desire to enter into 
one; when I wrote my first communication, I gave my 
ideas freely upon the term, which I am stil] constrained 
to view as tenable, upon grounds of reason, and scrip- 
ture consequences, PLYMOUTH. 


—< +o 


Religion consists not so much in the understanding 
of theology, as in the practice of piety. It is to no 
purpose to talk like christians, and live like infidels. 

Moral and religious instruction derives its efficacy, 
not so much from what men are taught to know, as 
from what they are brought to feel. 


From the Philadelphia Universalist Magazine, 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


The effects of our visiting brother from Boston, the 
Rev. Hosea Bax ov, has exceeded our most sanguine 
expectations. We understand that his Sermons haye 
been all taken down in short haud, and the three Jirst 
have already appeared in print. Though, as must have 
been expected, they are very imperfect, and can be 
considered but little more than the substance of the 
| discourses that were delivered, (besides being very in 
correctly printed, which we understand was in cense- 
quence of their being hurried through the press,) yet, 
ater all, they are a valuable production, and will be 
read with much interest. Should the others be pub- 
lished, which 





e should be glad to see, we hope more 
pains will be taken to have them at least ‘ypographr- 
cally correct, Our visiting brother spent Gfteen days in 
the city, during which time he delivered (1velve dis- 
courses ; one in the Northern Liberties, ten in the Uni- 
versalist Church, and one in the Washington Hall.— 
The privilege of the Hall was obtained in consequence 
of the crowds which attended the evening discourses, 
and which could not be accommodated in the Church. 
By these means it was thought that we should give an 
opportunity to every one to hear that would be so dis- 
posed but in this also, we were mistaken ; for it seemis 
that the greater the opportunity, the greater was the 
anxiety excited. This Hall is 120 feet in length and 
| 69 feet 6 inches in breadth, and, including the gallery, 
has been calculated to hold 7000 people. ‘The meet- 
ing was appointed at 7 o'clock in the evening; at 6 
,o°clock the Hall was completely filled, so that some be- 
gan to go away; nevertheless the crowd continued 
coming, and going, till after 7 o’clock, and it is pre- 
sumed that we speak within the limits of truth, when 
we say, that upwards of fen thousand people set out for 
once in this city, to hear the doctrine of God our Sa- 
viour preached without partiality and without bypoeri- 





sy. When the services commenced, it was found ne- 
cessary to close the doors, to prevent the press of the 
| crowd, as it was impossible that any more should com- 
fortably stand within the wails. Notwithstanding the 
immense erowd, the most profound order and aiten- 
tion were observed. Some of our brethren took their 
stations in remote corners, in order to try the experi- 
ment, and ascertain whether the speaker could be 
heard or not, and they say that they could hear every 
sentence distinctly. What will be the ultimate effect 
of this visit, t)me alone will determine ; but this much ts 
certain, that a most extraordinary attention has been 
excited. In point of doctrine, however, we are happy 
to state, that nothing new has been advanced, but the 
same doctrine, in all its parts, which has been delineat- 
ed and inculcated in the Universalist Church for these 
three years past and upwards; only, perhaps, it has 
been defended and enforced, with arguments more clear, 
and more convincing ; in all which, we sincerely and 
heartily rejoice. 

Thus we have endeavored to give our friends ata 
distance a brief history of passing events: we can only 
say, that, in the simplicity of our hearts, we conceive 
this to be the Lord's doings, and the effect thereof has 
been marvelous in our eyes. 





Nore—Since writing the above, some bave express- 
ed a doubt whether it is possible for the Hall to hold so 
many; but the Jeast calculation which we have beard 
is 5000. 

——— = SS 
NEW PUBLICATIONS. 

UST Published and for Sale at this Office, ‘tA Ser- 

mon, delivered in the Universalist Meeting House in 











Roxbury, on the Evening of the 3d Sabbath in January, 
1922. By Hosea Batiovu, 2d.—Price 12 1-2 cents. 

Also, just published, and received at this Office, * An 
Epitome of Scripture Doctrine, comprised in a Cate- 
chism, for the use of Children. By Thomas Whitte- 
more, pastor of the first Universalist Society, in Milford, 
Mass.—Price 8 cents single. 
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